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About Mi-Sul 

Mi-Sul means art in Hangul, 미술. The pronunciation of this word is left a huge impression 

on me, which inspired me to name it after the website. The reason behind establishing “Mi-

Sul” is to create a place to talk about my views on art. Certainly, art can be perceived in 

many ways, but to put my perception out in words was an important decision to create this 

website. Some of the topics of writings include reviews on exhibitions, art books & articles, 

art news that blew up the world, art movements, artists, and still growing. Although I know 

that my reviews are just a part of this art world, I still needed a place to catalogue my views 

and my thoughts to look back on. This is also an open space that welcomes discussions and 

new ideas which will never forget to credit your name. The recent development to this 

website is to introduce online exhibitions, and the one you are reading right now is Mi-

Sul’s first solo online exhibition, and I am very thankful to you for taking your time to witness 

this exhibition.  
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Message from the Curator 

Aishwarya Kulkarni 

As a human and woman of this living world, I have faced many challenges and always am ready to face 

what is yet to come in the future challenges. Respecting every person is what I have always learned from 

people around me, and I can say it is the most beautiful thing ever to do which does not take much effort 

to be kind.  

Kryštof Novotný reached out to me when I was still working on my first exhibition with this beautiful 

exhibition proposal with organized materials that stunned me. Looking at his works and descriptions made 

me wonder a lot of things myself, which opened a new door to explanation and exploration. What amused 

me is the choice of color palette, forms, and figure drawing that holds the essence of this series. Each work 

is exquisitely branched to meaningful words that draw a visual story of understanding the works in a new 

perception. Things worked out for the best and here we are, presenting Mi-Sul’s first solo exhibition. The 

love and warmth I have received for the last exhibition have led me to this today. It gave me glory and 

hope to a life that I always wanted as a curator, I am still in the process but the process is what I am 

significantly enjoying. I hope you all enjoy this exhibition as much as I did, all these needs is just a relaxing 

mind which is ready to perceive many angles that these works have to offer.  

My message to you is that “we all are individually dealing ad overcoming our strengths and weaknesses, 

in the end, we have got ourselves and the people who walked with us in this journey”, similarly how these 

wonderful women walked with Kryštof in his journey. 

And to finish this statement, I would like to convey my gratitude, your support means the world to me. 
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What it feels like for a Girl 

"What if feels like for a Girl" is an extensive exhibition conceived into a series of twenty oil paintings created 
from 2018 to 2020 in a unified format. Kryštof Novotný commits to dedicate this exhibition to all the women 
who inspired his life exceeding in many ways. The models portrayed in the paintings come from the artist’s 
life – friends, families, and acquaintances that became family. Kryštof notes: “Women played an important 
role in my life. When I was little, I had more friends and I understand my life so far more with women. I have 
always taken women as muses that inspire me not only in an artistic career but also in my personal life. I 
admire their way of thinking and looking at the world. In my life so far, I have had the incredible opportunity 
to meet exceptional women who have strongly influenced and supported in m decisions. For many of these 
reasons, I decided to dedicate this exhibition exclusively for them and imprint my admiration and love for 
them in the means of these twenty oil paintings. Last but not the least, I would like to thank them for their 
long-term inspiration and support.” He points out the growing tendency for the negative perception of 
feminism. Each work of art in the exhibition is supplemented by an analysis of the painting, the expression 
of the artist and the depicted models serve as a guide for the viewers by presenting various views on the 
hidden meanings behind them. We are aware of the role of contemporary art, which as in the past plays 
the role of a bearer of the mirror of society, which not only reflects but also asks questions. Therefore, this 
exhibition addresses everyone regardless of gender by updating topics through the original approach of 
the artist.  
 
“What it feels like for a girl” exhibition is divided into two sections – Day & Night comprising ten works of 
art each that capture the key moments in the women’s lives. The night section of paintings portrays the 
dark side of the human personality in general filled with thoughts, feelings, sorrows like how any other 
person feels. The day section portrays more of a positive perspective according to the artist that 
demonstrates joy, positive thoughts, ecstasy. Eight of these paintings have been inspired by the American 
Horror Story – Coven Series (2013), and the movie – Cement Garden (1993), songs, and music videos where 
the characters and situations directly connected to the subject of work.  
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Kryštof Novotný presently lives in the Czech Republic. He started painting at an early age. 
he decided to study Art History as he wanted to perceive more space  & knowledge for curatorial work 
further which he studied History of Art at the Masaryk University, Brno. The artist today is trying to begin 
his career as a full-time artist with an open studio further develop the space as per his interests. Kryštof 
has been a part of successful exhibitions held in Blansko, Brno, and London. 
“The main essence of the exhibition “What it feels like a girl”, which aims to find strength, a new taste, and 
vitality in each woman's own life. When you begin to believe in yourself, love yourself, accept your mistakes 
and just be yourself, you start a new life with which you identify, you share it with your loved ones, and 
more importantly you influence other people around you.” 
 
“This is the true essence of a person's life for me. To make the world a better place and try to influence 
and find people with whom you will be happy in your life, that is what this show is about... It's about 
reborn.“

Kryštof Novotný
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I.“Descensum” 
2019, Oil on Canvas, 100×100 cm 
©Kryštof
Featuring: Eva Prokopová

“Descensum” is the power to project one’s soul into the afterlife, as mentioned earlier this is one of the 
paintings inspired by the American Horror Story – Coven Series. The depicted Eva Prokopová is dressed in 
a black blouse, the dark color of which represents imminent death, hairs divided into seven strands 
referring to the seven sins. The painting also outlines a biblical theme presenting sadness and pain 
discovering death as the primary element. The positive aspect is expressed by a cheerful floral pattern on 
the carpet, which at the top violates the law of perspective and refers to the afterlife, which does not 
necessarily follow the rules we know. The negative aspect is contained in the scene itself, which captures 
the moment when the witch succumbs to her inner hell and gradually turns into dust. However, the 
transformation is still in its inception and there is still hope for salvation.  
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II. “Sadness” 
2019, Oil on Canvas, 100×100 cm 
©Kryštof
Featuring: Radka Ševčíková

“Sadness” is set in the Tietro de Andromeda (Andromeda Theatre) in Sicily, Italy. The architect of the theater, 
Lorenzo Rein, holds an immense inspiration for this painting. As a young man, he grazed sheep on the 
hills and dreamed of becoming an architect. His big dream came true, and when he returned as a 
respected architect, after which he built a theater here.  

The woman depicted in the painting slowly climbs to the desired goal, but the path is not easy. During her 
journey, she experiences feelings of frustration, sadness, and fear of the future. Her hand resting on the 
statue points to the past and death. Yet her gaze is still fixed on the top of the hill. The setting sun 
represents the end of an epoch of life and a relentless passage of time that reminds us that we must not 
waste our lives. This painting represents not only sadness itself but also the path to the desired goal, which 
may not always be easy and along which we are often accompanied by unpleasant feelings. 
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III. “Pyrokinesis”
2019, Oil on Canvas, 100×100 cm 
©Kryštof
Featuring: Ksenija Kovalčhuk

“Pyrokinesis” is an ability to create or control fire with the mind, although there has not been any conclusive 
evidence found as of yet. This ability is one of the tests of seven wonders in the American Horror Story – 
Coven Series. As we have all come across discovering the power of fire at some point in our lives, we can 
say it can be very dangerous to one's life. Perhaps, because of its unpredictable nature, it has not ceased 
to fascinate people yet. The woman in the painting is captured at the very moment of burning her desires 
and passion, referring to Freud’s reflections. The fire element in this painting is captured by representing 
sunrise behind the forest, where the artist attempts to trick the viewers by providing two perceptions if the 
light is created by the sunlight or is it the fire? The depicted Ksenija Kovalchuk, at a very young age the 
surroundings around her have reflected on her intensively which has brought her to become the woman 
she is today.  
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IV.“Divination” 
2019, Oil on Canvas, 100×100 cm 
©Kryštof
Featuring: Markéta Giblová

“Divination” is the practice of seeking knowledge of the future or the unknown by supernatural means, 
which is one of the tests of the seven wonders in the American Horror Story – Coven Series. The woman in 
the painting, Markéta Giblová is in a garden of the Café Alfa in Brno. The essence of the imagery symbolizes 
the intelligence of the woman, she is a fortune-teller who provides sessions on the interpretation of tarot 
cards. The dachshund in the woman’s hand symbolizes vitality, joy, devotion, and perseverance. Next to 
the model shown, her favorite onion flowers are placed on the left table. The goblet lying on the table on 
the right in the form of a human skull imitates the cleverness and wisdom that the fortune teller draws 
from the tarot cards, but also recalls the transience of life and death. The people behind the woman are 
dressed in gray, black, and white colors symbolizing a chessboard. The universe spread in the background 
represents the limitations of humanity reminding us to leave the mind rooted in the real world.  
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V. “Fear/Power”
2019, Oil on Canvas, 100×100 cm 
©Kryštof
Featuring: Olga Martinkovičová

“Fear/Power” is inspired by the song “How Big, How Blue, How Beautiful” (Florence + the Machine), which 
depicts the moment when a woman encounters something unknown to her. She is afraid, but she is 
attentively ready to fight anytime. She is protected by two deer represented as her protector. The deer’s 
sharp intuition alerts us when to run or fight depending on the situation. The panorama of the forest hides 
diverse areas of danger, mystery, curiosity, fear of the unknown which can be unconsciously threatening 
to one’s mind if interpreted in a certain way. But on the other hand, it is also a place where we get in touch 
with our inner beauty and take time to know ourselves better filling our hearts with the hope of a better 
future. 
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VI.“Electricity” 
2018, Oil on Canvas, 100×100 cm 
©Kryštof
Featuring: Yvette Procházoká

“Electricity” was the first created work of art which was then inspired to develop a series and the exhibition concept. 
The woman is on her way home after a wasted night, which, however, does not bring her any pleasure. Walking 
under the Brooklyn Bridge which here represents hope. Hope for a better life, a metaphorical transition from 
emptiness and frustration to life on the other hand, full of joy, self-knowledge, and self-acceptance. She sees lightning 
that scares her. The artist attempts to capture the moment, where one does not know when to enter one’s life and 
tries to drive away these feelings as much as possible. The symbolism of the lightning here is associated with Greek 
and Roman Mythology applying the understanding of lightning as god’s punishment, as the main weapon of God 
Zeus referring to lightning to be the fear of the future and search for a dream. Moon here is a representation of inner 
intuition and subliminal emotions. The painter dedicated this piece to his best friend Yvette Procházoká, with whom 
he underwent a drastic change in his life. Their common period of darkness consisted mainly in the search for a way 
and a meaning in life, both of whom were drowning in depression and ignorance of themselves. Perhaps they feel 
grateful to this period that their relationship deepened helped each other to find their meaning in life. 
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VII.“Happiness” 
2018, Oil on Canvas, 100×100 cm 
©Kryštof
Featuring: Kateřina Staňková

“Happiness” is inspired by the song “Self-control” by Laura Branigan and is temporally connected with the 
painting Electricity as they take place at the same time, but each in a different place. The women in both 
paintings are close while their interconnection is reflected on the full moon. The scene takes place near 
the Italian town of Riomaggiore in the Cinque Terre. The city is known mainly for its colorful house facades. 
It is the romantic atmosphere of this city that only underlines the overall theme of the painting. The woman 
on the boat is dressed in a white dress representing innocence and purity, the predominantly blue color is 
supposed to evoke confidence, wisdom, and peace. The artist again affixes a deeper meaning to the sea, 
inspired by the short story “The Old Man and the Sea”, he tries to transfer the primary notion of the story 
into the painting. The artist sees the main idea of the notion in not giving up and staying, even though in 
the end, one does not get exactly what they initially wanted so much.  
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VIII.“The Night is Young” 
2019, Oil on Canvas, 100×100 cm 
©Kryštof
Featuring: Kateřina Kotápišová and 
Kristýna Pavlíčkova

The painting portrays two friends during an evening celebration in Brno. The women sit in the alcove of 
their favourite bar, expecting what tonight will bring them. The night here symbolizes freedom and hope 
whereas the green light on the traffic pole represents freedom and endless possibilities of entertainment. 
“I painted this picture to celebrate the nightlife and carefree fun. Nevertheless, I did not want to create a 
painting that would draw too much attention with bright colours, haze, and ubiquitous alcohol, because 
all of this is already happening in the woman’s mind. Capture the so-called feeling of happiness and 
contentment, when you feel that you can do anything, and you have an infinite number of possibilities, 
places, and things to discover. This feeling, however, does not last forever and this painting is a reminder” 
artist explains. 
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IX.“Work” 
2019, Oil on Canvas, 100×100 cm 
©Kryštof
Featuring: Kristýna Vysloužilová

The concept of this work is nothing new in the history of art as the artist tries to look at the work from 
several different angles. The inspiration from Édouard Manet's painting “A Bar at the Folies-Bergère” (1882), 
displayed in the Courtauld Gallery, is completely undeniable here. A barmaid here is preparing drinks for 
her customers is a representation of duty and responsibility. As her expression suggests, she enjoys the 
work despite the bitterness and hardship the work can bring, this bitterness is hidden in the drink that she 
is currently preparing. This is a Negroni, a popular Italian cocktail that  is known mainly for bitterness. The 
girls behind the large glass window of the bar are the same women from the previous painting “The Night 
is Young”, displaying contrast between carefree fun and duties at the same time. 
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X.“Transmutation I” 
2020, Oil on Canvas, 100×100 cm 
©Kryštof
Featuring: Viki Mráčková

Transmutation is the magical ability to move instantly from one place to another without physically 
occupying the space between them. It is one of the witch rehearsals from the American Horror Story – 
Coven Series. The painting is divided into two parts, which divides and derives the principal connection 
between the day and night sections of this exhibition. The twins Viki and Agnes Mráčková illustrate dualism 
in many forms in the painting. The first part of Transmutation captures the artist's curator Viki Mráčková. 
The concept of the painting brings out opposing forces that may be complementary to each other, such 
as yin and yang as in the ancient Chinese philosophy, notes the artist. According to this philosophy, 
everything has its opposite aspects, the shadow cannot exist without light. The night is often associated 
with danger and evil due to the psychological combination of fear of the unknown and darkness preventing 
vision. The night is naturally associated with vulnerability and danger to human survival. In the background 
of the scene is painted an oak, which is associated with morality, strength, and knowledge. 
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XI.“Transmutation II” 
2020, Oil on Canvas, 100×100 cm 
©Kryštof
Featuring: Agnes Mráčková

“Transmutation II” takes place on a summer morning, where the sun shines most strongly. It is one of the 
witch rehearsals from the American Horror Story – Coven Series. The effects of day and night are not only 
seen in the animal kingdom but also plants. They have also evolved by adapting to best cope with the lack 
of sunlight during the night. Agnes Mráčková is surrounded by her favourite flowers, poppy, paraphrasing 
peace and accepting negative feelings. The pine in the background symbolizes wisdom and longevity. 
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XII.“Allegory of Art” 
2020, Oil on Canvas, 100×100 cm 
©Kryštof
Featuring: Hana Barbara, Rachelé Marinelli, 
Lucie Šimůnková, Kateřina Fraňková, 
Kristýna Chocholacova, Veronika Smíšková, 
Prokopovi Sisters, Katerina Krahulcova and 
Sarah Salloum

“Allegory of Art” takes us to the first days of autumn. This very composition of the painting takes place on 
the shores of a large lake and is partly inspired by the composition of the famous painting “The Turkish 
Baths” (1862) by Jean A. D. Ingres. Each of the ten women in the painting interprets a different branch of 
art: music, singing, theatre, photography, painting, fashion, and dance.  
In the lower-left part is singer/actress Hana Barbara holding the keys, not far from her is a mask referring 
to her theatrical career. Next to her sits the Italian singer Rachele Marinelli playing the guitar whereas Lucie 
Simunková and Katerina Frankova playing ukulele sit and sing opposite to Rachele. Photographer Kristýna 
Chocholacova is captured behind the music group. In the lower right part painter, Veronika Smiskova is 
capture while she is working, behind her are sisters Prokopovi symbolizing fashion and design. Katerina 
Krahulcova, representing modelling, stands next to them in a dress of the fashion brand SESTRY. In the 
background is the dancer Sarah Salloum. 
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XIII.“Telekinesis” 
2020, Oil on Canvas, 100×100 cm 
©Kryštof
Featuring: Kristýna Hanáková

Telekinesis is the ability to manipulate and induce the movement of physical objects without being touched 
by the person concerned. It is one of the seven wonders that appear in the aforementioned American 
Horror Story: Coven series. The painting presents Kristýna Hanáková hovering over her bed, where the 
books provide her with new knowledge. The whole painting is toned in white, which affects the mind and 
body by helping to purify mentally whereas the white bed heralds portray pure love. White roses here 
represent peace and innocence. The tuned furniture in the color of gold symbolizes grandeur, magic, and, 
above all, wealth, which imitates the creative mind and mental fulfillment. Above the woman is a hanging 
origami sculpture created by Mexican artist David Choice.  
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XIV.“MENstressuation” 
2019, Oil on Canvas, 100×100 cm 
©Kryštof
Featuring: Saveria Spezzano

Menstruation is an integral part of a woman's life. Unfortunately, this topic has been tabooed for centuries. Despite 
the efforts of some women, it is still shrouded in shame and fear of condemnation. Probably the most known taboo 
about menstruation as unclean, we know from biblical times, when women were socially separated from their camp 
during this period. However, the period was not always perceived in this way. In contrast, in some cultures, 
menstruating women were considered sacred, and their blood was perceived as a source of female power, especially 
dangerous to the power of men. “MENstressuation”, the title of the painting refers to the frustration of patriarchal 
society and men in general. The painting portrays a menstruating woman lying in the middle of Black Lake near Doo 
Lough between the Irish mountains of Mweelrea and Sheeffry Hills. The red color of the wet significance refers not 
only to the menstrual blood itself but also to the pain, anger, and discomfort often associated with the period. The 
woman is set in the Irish minimalist nature, which creates two important elements - nature. However, it points to the 
positive side of menstruation, precisely because of its cleanliness. As mentioned at the beginning, it is an important 
part of a woman's life, and in a literal sense, we can also perceive it as purification, or a new beginning. 
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XV.“Concilium” 
2020, Oil on Canvas, 100×100 cm 
©Kryštof
Featuring: Jessica Monteiro

Concilium is the ability to control the mind of another through simple will, which allows the performer to 
control their actions, memories, feelings, and thoughts. It is one of the Seven wonders of the American 
Horror Story: Coven series. The stronger the human mind is, the more effort is needed to control them, yet 
a person skilled in this ability can break any resilient mind. It is possible to try to resist this ability, but over 
time everyone will succumb.  

The scene of the painting shows a woman who relaxes on her balcony in the morning meanwhile a furious 
fight and protest takes place behind her on the street. The blue and gold blanket symbolizes the division 
of the exhibition into night and day and represents the balance between good and evil. Flying ashes 
represent a moral and social decline. 
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XVI.“Sex” 
2020, Oil on Canvas, 100×100 cm 
©Kryštof
Featuring: Markéta Břundová

In this painting Markéta Břundová is shown in an euphoric pose, portraying sexual pleasure. The scene 
symbolizing sex takes place in a meadow, behind which rises in the distance a huge rock slightly imitating 
a male genital. The purple sky in the background represents innocence, modesty, and eternal love. Around 
the model's naked body are blooming daisies symbolizing youth, justice, and pure thinking. In this given 
sexual theme, these flowers can also be interpreted as a symbol of finished virginity. The meanings of 
peonies and violets in painting include romance, honor, and compassion. 
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VII.“Love” 
2020, Oil on Canvas, 100×100 cm 
©Kryštof
Featuring: Lucie Fridrichová and 
Zora Fridrichová

The painting shows a young couple, Lucie and Zora Fridrichová, with their son Benedict, who are good 
friends of the artist. Kryštof says, “I wanted to depict the theme of love in a lovely and tender situation. I 
decided to introduce my friends Lucie and Zora to the painting, where their mutual devotion and love 
always confirm that even today a soul mate can be found.“ The background color symbolizes joy, and the 
intertwined leaves refer to the ever-growing love between the couple and their child. 
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XVIII.“The Miracle of Living” 
2019, Oil on Canvas, 100×100 cm 
©Kryštof
Featuring: Jana Kamenárová

The painting manifests motherhood and the motherly love for her newborn child, and also represents the 
miracle of life and its constant renewal. The painting takes place at the beginning of spring, when, after a 
long winter, all living organisms are born and restored in full force. The depicted Jana Kamenárová and 
her daughter Emma are sitting on a park bench, and behind them, a view of the city of Brno is shown in 
the background. Pink flowers represent grace, tenderness and mediate youth, innocence, and joy. 
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XIX.“Two Mothers” 
2020, Oil on Canvas, 100×100 cm 
©Kryštof
Featuring: Zuzuna Bočková and 
Ludmila Novotná

Kryštof says, “I have two fateful women in my life as a role model, my mother Zuzana Bočková and her mother Ludmila Novotná. 
The painting takes place on the edge of the family garden in Letovice. The fence and tree trunks in the background symbolize 
the family roots, strength, and stability of a strong relationship. These women have spent their entire lives giving, understanding 
and self-sacrificing for the benefit of their children. I admire them immensely for this fact, and I think it is one of the noblest 
fates of a good mother. In my life, I owe a lot to these women. Had not been blessed by my mother, I would probably never 
have done painting. She was the one who led me to art from an early age and supported me indefinitely in my dream. It is 
thanks to these two mothers, without which I would not be the person I am in this world today. It is a declaration of love, pride, 
and gratitude for the family in the purest and kindest expression. I decided to paint both women at their different stages of life. 
I painted my grandmother on her wedding day. The beige coat indicates a desire for comfort and harmony. On the other 
hand, my mother is captured here at present, holding a bouquet of lilies of the valley in her hands. Lilies of the valley also bring 
happiness in love. I have always had a very deep relationship with my mother and grandmother, I try my best to use their best 
and strongest aspects in my personality. I am immensely proud of my family. A family that has never had an easy life, 
nevertheless, never gave up and fought for the right things. The different age representation of women here represents a 
defeat of time because my grandmother is no longer with us. However, this does not mean that death ends everything, quite 
the opposite. Love of neighbour is the key to eternal life, and thanks to the preservation of their memory, their values, and 
love, anything, even time, can be overcome.“ 
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XX.“Vitalum Vitalis” 
2019, Oil on Canvas, 100×100 cm 
©Kryštof
Featuring: Alissa Dokic

“Vitalum Vitalis” portrays the power to balance between death and life. This gift is one of the Seven 
wonders of the American Horror Story: Coven series and the painting directly refers to it through the Miss 
Robichaux Academy building in the background. In this painting, we can find many details pointing to the 
celebration and joy of life. For example, a woman standing in a white dress with a floral pattern represents 
an exciting new beginning. Butterflies remind us not to take life so seriously. The tiger is the model's favorite 
animal which is a depiction of power and at the same time its protector. Flowers also have their distinctive 
symbolism, red roses are the embodiment of passion, love, and desires. The sunflower is then a symbol of 
long life and perseverance in difficult times. 
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